Walking With God Directly

Gen 19:29 So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God  remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived. ESV

2 Tim 4:9-11 Do your best to come to me soon. 10 For Demas, in love with  this present world,  has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia,  Titus to Dalmatia. 11  Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Let me throw a list of fairly famous people at you and see if you can figure out what they have in common.  Can you discern the connection?  Here we go:

Olive Oyl

Al Gore

Barney Rubble

Tonto

Doctor Watson

Jane

Vanna White

Robin

Fitch

Ken

Anybody figured it out yet?  These are all famous (at least somewhat) sidekicks of more famous people.  Olive Oyl obviously goes with Popeye.  Al Gore was the sort of presidential candidate that only got that way because he was second man to Bill Clinton.  Barney Rubble is Fred Flintstone's faithful sideman.  Tonto was the Lone Ranger's sidekick.  Doctor Watson was the close friend and confidant of Sherlock Holmes.  Jane:  “Me Tarzan; You Jane.”  Vanna White is the chick who turns the letters on the show that Pat Sajak hosts.  Robin goes with Batman.  Fitch is as in Abercrombie and Fitch.  You've  got to watch out being only the side kick because they eventually stopped putting Fitch's name on the T-shirts.  Now it usually just says “Abercrombie.”  Same thing with Ken – you know as in “Ken and Barbie?”  Ken's been retired and replaced.  In his place is a blond haired, surfer-type dude that just seems wrong.  I know this because I have two little girls and a wife that loved Barbie.  It's kind of sad that they broke up after all of these years.  But that is the problem with just being the sidekick and the second hand, man:  Eventually it seems that you fade away...

______________________________________________________________________  

Let me begin preaching to you today by reminding you that there is nothing more important in your life than your walk with God.  Not too far into Genesis, we are told that “Enoch walked with God” and that is a very telling and very apt phrase for what living with God is all about.  Adam had walked with God every day in the cool of the evening but when he sinned, he no longer walked with God, but hid himself.  And his sin got him thrown out of the Garden and he had to learn to walk alone.  It's a simple phrase, but it tells us volumes about Enoch's life.  He walked with God.  He walked with God when virtually nobody else on earth did.  He walked with God when there was nobody to walk with God with him and so he made it.  God beamed him up and just took him from the earth without his having to die because he pleased God.  

Do we complicate things in our own minds sometime?  What is the purpose of the church?  What is the purpose of the Cross?  What is the purpose of the pastor and preaching and outreach and Bible Study and ministry and all of these things that make up the kingdom of God?  Could not all of those questions be answered by simply stating, “that men and women would walk with God?”  Is this not why Jesus Christ came to earth to die and to pay the price for sin?  It was so that men could once again walk with God as in the beginning.  It is not just a symbol of their day that we often find Jesus Christ walking and men and women either walking with Him or away from Him for that is the figure and crux of every one of our lives.  Jesus Christ is walking and moving forward.  You can join yourself to Him or you can walk away.  But He craves that you would leave your nets and follow Him, and following Him means walking with Him!  He came to die on the cross because our sins had separated us from God and caused a distance to come so that we could not walk with Him.  As Amos says, “how can two walk together unless they agree?”  As Adam discovered, a sinful man cannot walk with a holy God for the difference is too great.  And so that great God of glory became flesh and took on the robe of humanity in order to die to pay the price for our sins and provide a way that the distance could be removed.  Because of His sacrifice, we can stand washed and justified – that means again in right standing with Him – and the purpose is that we might once again be able to walk with Him!  This is the central desire of God for all men that they might walk with Him!  

We study the Word of God and learn of the Word so that we can change to be like Him.  We will be unable to continue to walk with Him unless we become as He is.  We cannot walk together in life with God unless we agree with Him as far as our direction and goals; He is perfect and unchanging; He has no faults and knew no sin.  It is we that need to change and we must learn to change to match His Word rather than try to change His Word to match us.  Because if I change the Word to match me, the matchless, infallible King of the Universe will no longer be my companion in my life.  But if I will allow His sacrifice to cleanse me and His Word to wash me and transform me, then I do not tread life's storms and paths alone for He will walk with me!  He has always been eager to walk with us, but the choice of the matter is whether or not we choose to walk with Him!  Oh, that men would walk with the Lord!  

I return to the beginning where the Lord came walking in the cool of the day and suddenly discovered that Adam and Eve did not want to join Him.  We return to that first scene because it reveals something very astounding and telling about even walking with the Lord today.  Adam and Eve were not eager to walk with the Lord that day and hid themselves because they had sinned against God's Word and commandment.  And technically, Eve had first sinned and then coerced and influenced Adam, who was with her, to sin also.  I'm bothered why Eve was so easily deceived and sidetracked and even more so bothered why Adam did nothing although the scriptures clearly say that he was with her the entire time.  But why would Eve who had everything perfect in her life, choose to believe a lie and to be deceived as she was?  The answer is startling as it is telling.  I'll read the scene quickly to you:

Gen 3:1-9 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?" 2 And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said,  'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'" 4  But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit  and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her,  and he ate. 7  Then the eyes of both were opened,  and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife  hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?" ESV 

Our first clue as to why Eve was an easy target comes from the fact that when the Lord God came walking in the garden, He “called to the man.”  It was Adam that was the one usually there to walk with the Lord.  But the most telling scripture is found in Eve's conversation with the serpent.  The devil targeted Eve because he knew that she didn't really know what God had actually said.  God had said, “you shall not eat of the fruit” but Eve, in reciting what she thought God had said, added something to it that God never said and Eve said, “God said, 'you shall not eat of the fruit nor shall you touch it lest you die'.”  God never said the part about not touching the fruit.  And this led to Eve's downfall.  For when she touched the fruit and nothing bad happened, then she became deceived and though that she could eat of the fruit and nothing bad would happen.  

If God did not say that she shouldn't touch, then where did Eve get that?  Most likely from Adam.  God gave the commandment regarding the tree to Adam before Eve was created.  Genesis 2:16 says that “God commanded the man” and then went on to tell him about the fruit.  Eve is not created until verse 21.  Eve got her commandment from Adam.  Eve knew the Word of God only as Adam had received it.  

Let me get to the point and sum up what I'm hinting at:  Eve was an easy target for the devil because she walked with Adam and it was Adam that walked with God.  She gave the fruit to Adam who was with her.  She walked with Adam but it was Adam who had the direct relationship with God.  Eve had never asked God specifically and directly what He had said.  She had never clarified the issue in her mind.  She was content to walk with Adam and let him have the close communion.  It wasn't that she couldn't have had a direct relationship with God for herself, but it was much easier just being third down the line.  The entire human race is in the mess we're in because someone was satisfied being a sidekick of someone who walked with God rather than walking with God for themselves.  And we are really in the mess because Adam, who had the direct walk with God, chose to be influenced by someone who was only a sidekick to someone else who walked with God!  

________________________________________________________________________

I'm preaching to you that there is a great danger in not walking with God directly!  There is a great danger in only choosing to make your religious decisions because you are following someone who is following God.  And there is a great danger to allowing yourself to hang out and be influenced with someone whose relationship with God is second hand or even only through you.  Somewhere, if you want to make it, you've got to get it for yourself!  

Our text in Genesis at first seems ordinary until you really contrast what is being said about the two men mentioned:

Gen 19:29 So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God  remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived. ESV

This is the summation at the end of the story where God utterly destroyed the sinful cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and Lot was barely rescued by the angels sent by the Lord.  This verse starts to bother me the more I read it.  Listen to it again.  Contrast the two men.  Lot was only saved because God remembered and listened to Abraham.  Lot knew that there was only one, true God.  Lot, who was Abraham's nephew, had left Ur of Chaldees to separate himself from idolatry too.  But here we have this disturbing picture of Lot being saved from the destruction, and losing his family in the process – both to fire and sin – and we are told that the only reason that he even had a chance to escape was because of God's friendship and relationship with Abraham who interceded on his behalf.  That should bother us.  Lot is called elsewhere in the scripture as a “righteous man.”  He was religious in the right ways, and yet he lost his family and lost his home and lost out on the blessings of God and became a vagabond simply because he didn't have a direct relationship with God.  

When God was going to destroy Lot's city, God didn't go directly to Lot, but went to His friend Abraham.  Here is the matter summed up in a sentence:  Abraham walked with God, but Lot only walked with Abraham.  And because Lot didn't walk with God directly, there came a day when Lot also stopped walking with Abraham and when Abraham, who heard the voice of God clearly, chose the high mountains and the rugged hills over the well-watered plains of Sodom that would lead to sin, Lot couldn't at that time see what the big deal was.  And before the Bible ends, Abraham and his offspring is a testament to faith and God's blessings and Lot's lot in life is to become a castaway and a blemish in scripture; an example of what not to be and what not to do.  

Again the core of the matter is that while Abraham walked with God, Lot only walked with Abraham.  Lot only knew God as Abraham's God.  Lot only knew of God's principles as Abraham's God's principles.  And so the day eventually came where Lot went back on serving the Lord and on living separately and righteously and according to God's promise because sidekicks and third-person religion always falters.  

I'm reminded of the funny story of a scene apparently found in an old black and white Lone Ranger film that my family has quoted for decades.  In the scene the Lone Ranger and Tonto are surrounded by Indians and it looks desperate and arrows are flying in from all around and the Lone Ranger leans over to his faithful sidekick and says, “It looks like  we are in bad trouble doesn't it?”  To which Tonto replies, “What do you mean, 'we' white man?”  

That humorous story speaks volumes!  Tonto was not the man on a mission; Tonto was only following the Lone Ranger who was the man on a mission.  And when the situation grew grim and less than perfect, the sidekick was quick to turn sides.  It's sort of like Lot and his reaction to embracing Sodom.  The problem with only following the Lord and His mission through someone else's relationship is that such distance will falter in a time of trouble or testing.  Only those who are on the mission to follow Jesus directly themselves will make it eventually to heaven because between now and then there will be testing and there will be trials and there will be less than perfect circumstances.  It's easy to tell the ones who walk with the Lord directly and those who only walk with those who walk with the Lord.  The first stay strong despite what life and the devil and people thrown at them, but the latter fall away when it gets tough.  

I'm preaching to you who are here today:  are you walking with the Lord directly or are you following someone who is following the Lord?  Do you believe what you believe because you have received the revelation yourself and you have embraced it and you believe it or because you have been simply impressed that they have received it and believed it and embraced it?  God has no grandchildren!  If you want to belong to Him, you must become one of His own, yourself.  Nicodemus, you have heard of the miracles that Jesus did for others, but “except a man be born again, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  Your faith saves you.  Your knowledge enables you to have faith to salvation.  You are made an overcomer by the word of your testimony.  Your testimony and not someone else's!  As Simon Peter found out, there is a great danger to following God from a distance, but there is not greater distance than following God only through someone else.  There is no greater gulf than only experiencing God through seeing someone else experience God.  He came and died so that you and He would walk together directly and yet how far back you trail when you have only known Him through someone else's relationship.  It's time to get that relationship for yourself!  It's time to walk with God directly!  Don't let it be said that you walk with so-and-so who walks with God, but let it be said that you walk with Him directly!  

Forgive me for the reference to another major religious group, but I saw this recently on the internet and it bothered me.  It was a Catholic website where people are allowed to write in questions to be answered by priests and “church fathers.”  Under the topic, “sacraments” I found this question:

“Is it not enough to confess to God?  I don't see why I should tell my sins to a priest.” 

And here is the reply from some esteemed church leader:

“I congratulate you for confessing to God!  We all should confess to God, recognize our faults and humbly admit we are sinners in His presence.  In so doing, we praise His infinite mercy!  'Do not be ashamed to confess your sins” (Si 4:31) [he's quoting church documents and tradition]

Saint John has written:  'But if we acknowledge our sins, HE who is just can be trusted to forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrong.  If we say:  We have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word finds no place in us' (1 John 1:9-10) …

You add:  'I don't see why I should tell my sins to a priest.'  You echo the words of so many present-day Catholics.  They do not know why they should confess to a priest.  To confess to a priest is indeed to confess to God!  The priest stands for God.  He was endowed with the power to forgive.  That is declared in the Holy Scriptures and faith tells us that.”

He goes on for another two pages and never quotes another scripture but cites various Pope's teaching and finishes up by suggesting the person go read John Paul II's exhortation on Reconciliation and Penance.  He says, “You will find it enlightening.”  

I'm not trying to pick on one particular religion but let me say that I was interested in his quoting scripture but was almost yelling at the screen when he finally did.  Some of you don't know the scriptures well enough to know what he just did.  I don't know what translation that he was quoting, probably an English translation of the Vulgate, which was the Bible put in Latin and reworded to say whatever they wanted to say.  But his rendering of that verse and interpretation of that verse doesn't match any serious scholarship of Greek today.  He said that it said, “if we confess our sins, he who is just can be trusted to forgive our sins.”  The original reads like this:

1 John 1:9-10  If we confess our sins, he is  faithful and just to forgive us our sins and  to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned,  we make him a liar, and  his word is not in us. ESV

The original says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.”  Meaning that Jesus Christ is the one we confess our sins to and Jesus Christ is the one who forgives.  By rewording it as “if we confess our sins, he who is just forgives.”  then the Catholic church has introduced a man-made concept that the priest is the one who is just so that he can also forgive sins.  This is blasphemy of the highest sort:  you cannot just add words and rearrange what a verse is saying to fit your man-made tradition!  

Let me give you a little insight.  You can confess to a priest or another human being all day long and your sins are still there.  Confession to another man is never found in New Testament scripture.  You must confess and repent to Jesus Christ who is altogether God, for all the fullness of Deity dwells in Him in bodily form.  Only repentance to Jesus Christ does anything about your sins.  In the Old Testament, there was a distance between God and man because the ultimate price for sins had not yet been sacrificed.  So the people confessed their sins to the priest and the priest went in before God and made atonement.  But when Jesus Christ died, that veil that had separated men and the presence of God was ripped utterly in two!  And now we have access:

Heb 4:15-16 For we do not have a high priest  who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been  tempted as we are,  yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. ESV      

We can now all come with confidence before the throne of God!  The blood of Jesus Christ has restored the ability of man to walk with God again directly!  Don't settle for anything less than a direct relationship with God!  Jesus is our High Priest and the only priest that we will ever need!  It is only by coming to Him directly that we receive mercy and find grace to help us in times of need!  Why would you go to someone who has a walk with God, when you can walk with God directly?  Why would you confess your sins to a human being who can do nothing about it when there is a God who can be approached now with confidence and He is the one who can do something about it!  

This doesn't mean that you don't need a pastor or a church or a friend or a spiritual mentor in your life.  If you were here last Sunday morning, I think I preached just as strongly that you cannot make it by yourself!  You need the church and you need a man of God in your life.  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God and how can they hear without a preacher?  But somewhere it has to become more than just pastor's God.  Somewhere it has to become more than just the preacher's commitment and the preacher's knowledge.  Somewhere it has to become more than just your friend's walk with God.  Somewhere He has to become your God.  Somewhere you've got to be born again of the water and of the Spirit and become a child of God and not just a distant acquaintance!  Somewhere you've got to fall in love with truth for yourself.  Somewhere you've got to be convinced of this Apostolic message for yourself, to the point that you'd be willing to die for it.  Somewhere it has to be your passion for the things of God that are driving you to faithfulness and not someone else's passion and drive.   

If so and so walked away from this, would you?  Then you are walking with them who are walking with God and not God directly.  But if you would still believe and still follow and still be faithful no matter what so and so did, then you are walking with God directly.  Which are you?  Are you walking with God?  Or are you walking with someone who is walking with God?  They are not the same thing.  It's good to be encouraged by pastor's faith, but can you encourage yourself in the Lord?  That's what the scriptures say that David did.  David walked with God.  Samuel walked with God.  But Saul became a God reject because Saul walked with Samuel.  At the end of his life, we have the pitiful scene of Saul finding a witch trying to make contact with the dead spirit of the old prophet because Saul couldn't talk to the living God directly.  Saul walked with Samuel who walked with God.  And the result was that Saul lost out on the things of God!  You cannot live for God just listening to the echo of God's voice speaking to someone else.  You've got to be able to talk and hear from Him directly.  Are you walking directly with God?

The scriptures are full of such examples.  Moses walked with God, but Aaron walked with Moses.  Moses heard the voice of God directly, Aaron only heard the voice of God through Moses.  The result was Moses was strong and faithful and Aaron, in less than forty days of not having Moses around had given in to the sinful Hebrew's demands and formed a golden calf and sanctioned idolatry.  It's a good thing that Aaron died before Moses or Aaron would have never made it.  I hope he did make it.  Because Aaron walked with Moses, but it was Moses who walked with the Lord.  Which are you?

Elijah walked with God and at first Elisha walked with Elijah.  But somewhere the walk with God that Elijah had became Elisha's own walk and Elisha walked with God after Elijah was taken.  Then it was Elisha walking with God and his servant Gehazi walked with Elisha.  But in the end Gehazi ends up a leper from being cursed of God.  Gehazi never picks up the mantle of Elisha as the prophet had previously done from Elijah.  The mantle of God's anointing fell down to the ground unclaimed by any man all because Gehazi never learned to walk with God for himself.  He walked with Elisha but ultimately they had to part because he didn't walk with God as Elisha walked with God.  You've got to walk with God directly!  

It's just not the same!  I'm reminded of the seven sons of Sceva who were in the same town as the Apostle Paul and upon hearing the great miracles that Paul had done in the name of Jesus decided to go in the ghostbusting business and coming against a real, devil-possessed man tried this:

Acts 19:13-15 Then some of the itinerant Jewish  exorcists  undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying,  "I adjure you by the Jesus, whom Paul proclaims." 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them,  "Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?" ESV    

Uh oh!  And the end result of this story is that the devil-possessed man jumped on the seven brothers and overcame them and they are running naked through the town screaming like little school girls.

The devil is not scared of the Jesus that somebody else preaches and knows – he's only afraid of the Jesus that you know.  He has no problem dealing with someone who's knowledge and relationship with God is second hand – remember Eve?  But when you've got the relationship and you've got the experience and you've got the knowledge for yourself, then all hell trembles!  The devils knew who Paul was and they always mark carefully those who walk with God directly!  They tremble in fear when such a one comes into their neighborhood because they know that a man or woman who walks with God directly has all the power of the universe at his or her disposal for God is with them!     If we are as Abraham, then we have more power with God than we think.  If we are like Lot, then we are powerless!  You've got to get it for yourself!  You've got get a relationship and experience with God for yourself!  Sidekicks fade and are overcome, but those who walk with God directly are the victors!  We must learn to walk with God directly!  

________________________________________________________________________

Our final text was the aged Paul writing his final letter and asking Timothy to come see him soon and to bring his books and outer coat to him.  In that passage, Paul mentions a few names of men who had been with him during his ministry.  We read where he wrote:

2 Tim 4:9-11 Do your best to come to me soon. 10 For Demas, in love with  this present world,  has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia,  Titus to Dalmatia. 11  Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. ESV

There are five men mentioned here.  Of them three are all positive.  Crescens had gone to Galatia to help preach the Word of God there.  Luke was with Paul faithfully.  Titus had gone to Dalmatia in a missionary endeavor.  History and clues in other scriptures bear out that these men would be faithful to God.  They had been Paul's sidekicks on his ministry trips, but they had come to walk with God for themselves.  Luke wrote the Gospel that bears his name and the book of Acts in order to try to win a friend of his named Theopolis.  That tells me that Luke knew God directly and had a relationship with God for himself.  He would write this and be living for God long after his partnership with Paul had ended in this life.  Paul walked with God but so did Crescens, Titus, and Luke.

Mark is mentioned.  It is very telling that Paul at the end of his ministry asked for Mark to come and said, “for he is very useful to me for ministry.”  Because earlier in Paul's ministry, a young Mark had left Paul and Barnabas and returned home to his mother.  And later, when Barnabas had wanted to take Mark along on the next missionary journey, Paul had been so against the idea that he and Barnabas split ways and Paul went on taking Silas and Barnabas had taken Mark and went his own path.  Mark had made some bad decisions.  Mark had not been able to be faithful on the first missionary journey and had thrown in the towel.  

In the Gospels we find that Mark was a young teenager and that his mother followed Christ and her home was a frequent meeting place.  The Garden of Gethsemane was nearby their house and became a frequent landing spot for Jesus and His disciples.  Do you know why Mark couldn't handle the stuff on the first missionary trip?  Because he was following the Jesus that his mother followed.  His father is never mentioned in scripture.  Mark as a young man becoming and adult had a relationship with the Jesus that Mom loved.  Mark was trying to follow the Jesus whom Mom adored.  And the result was that he gave up when it got tough and things turned difficult.

But obviously, over the years, times had changed!  We have the Gospel of Mark today as a testament along with Paul's statement in this text that things changed!  Somewhere – we are not told how or when – Mark began to follow Jesus for himself!  Somewhere it changed from the Jesus that Mom loved and it became the Jesus that Mark loved and adored!  And Mark, along with Timothy and Titus, would become the next generation of Apostolic preachers, hearing the voice of God and speaking it forth in boldness and passion.  He would become a pastor and he would be faithful, only because he learned to walk with God directly for himself!  

There is one other name there, the man called Demas.  He is mentioned in previous writings of Paul as a companion and fellow minister.  But here we have the sad commentary:  “Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me.”  How sad that someone who was contemporaries with the great Apostle would yet lose out with God and fall in love with the present world!  How sad that he would not be willing to sacrifice to do what God had commanded!  But the words of Paul are telling, “[Demas] has deserted me.”  Paul was walking with God, but Demas fell because Demas was walking with Paul.  The sidekick became sidetracked and didn't make it.  

I'm convinced that roller-coaster Christians who are on fire for Jesus one moment and utterly down the next and who never become stable and productive for God are the way they are because they lack a true, close and personal relationship with God for themselves.  It shows in their lack of personal prayer life.  It shows in their inconsistencies.  It shows in their ease of offense because they are so dependent upon other's relationship with God that they are easily offended if someone doesn't always respond as they need or want.  

There's nothing wrong with getting others to pray for your situation, but even more powerful is for you to learn to pray the prayer of faith!  There's nothing wrong with seeking Godly counsel and there is safety in the multitude of counsel, but why cannot you find Godly direction and live right making your own decisions?  Side kicks always turn and fall away.  Side kicks always get sidetracked.  But those who walk with God directly will make it!  Don't just walk with someone else who walks with God – you walk with God directly!     

